On the invitation of the Saidapet Health Association, a tuberculosis survey was begun in Saidapet, near Madras, in November 1938 and was carried on to March 1939. It was thought that the number surveyed by this time was sufficient both for preliminary conclusions to be drawn and also to see whether the investigation, if to be continued, should proceed along the same general lines, or whether modifications should be made for investigation into special factors which seemed of interest and importance.
The beginning of the survey was possible without much preparatory work in the town, as the excellent efforts of the Saidapet Health Association had paved the way by its several years of work among the population, which had produced to some extent a health consciousness and a comparatively welcoming attitude. The result was a large amount of co-operation from the general public, to which was added the whole-hearted co-operation of those associated with the Saidapet Health Association. Saidapet is about six miles from the business centre of Madras, to which it is connected by electric trains and very frequent buses. It has a population of about 33,000, and the basic occupations are hand-loom weaving, hand-dyeing, pottery-making, jutka-making and repairs, gold-smithing and dhobying, although some of these occupations have in recent years been hard hit by modern developments. In general, it may be said that Saidapet is a typical south Indian town in its economic, social, hygienic and religious customs and methods of living.
Nature and method of the survey An attempt was made to include every individual in each area surveyed, and, in the investigation so far carried out, certain areas were selected to give as far as possible a fair sample of the various communities, economic, social and living conditions found in the whole town.
In the area surveyed, a little over half of the whole population of the area was seen, 553 out of 1,023 houses, and in the houses visited almost always all members of the 900 families living there were included in the investigation.
The 
